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Wartime  notes  for  housewives  today  concern  vacuum  cleaners,  electric  heaters 
for  the  house,  and  garden  tools. 

Pirst,  a  note  about  vacuum  cleaners.    A  year  ago  next  month  the  Government 
stopped  the  manufacture  of  household  vacuum  cleaners  in  order  to  save    metal  and 
other  materials  necessary  for  v/ar  uses... and  also  to  use  vacuum  cleaner  factories, 
machinery  and  workers  for  war  production.    Many  of  the  new  vacuum  cleaners  on 
hand  at  that  time  went  into  a  reserve  stock  for  use  of  the  armed  services  and 
the  Government  generally.    The  new  cleaners  not  held  in  reserve  for  the  Govern- 
ment have  "been  coming  on  the  market  from  time  to  time  for  sale  to  civilians. 
These  cleaners  have  "been  selling  to  civilians  under  a  ceiling    price.  Recently 
a  price  limit  went  on  new  cleaners  selling  to  the  Government.    Government  demand 
for  cleaners  is  heavier  than  it  has  been. 

So  now  you  knew,  if  you  haven't  realized  it  "before,  that  you  are  lucky  to 
own  a  vacuum  cleaner  and  the  one  you  own  deserves  the  care  that  will  make  it  last. 
Sometimes  vacuum  cleaners  "become  completely  xiseless  just  because  their  owners 
don't  know  how  to  look  after  them.    Other  cleaners  give  faithful  service  and  no 
trouble  for  years  because  they  get  good  care. 

Household  equipment  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  re- 
cently gave  6  easy  rules  for  making  a  vacuum  cleaner  last  longer  and  clean  better. 

IHere  are  the  6  rules:  Pirst,  know  the  type  of  cleaner  you  have  and  how  it  works . 
Second,  be  sure  the  nozsle  of  the  cleaner  makes  a  good  seal  with  the  rug.  Third, 


clean  rugs  of ten. . .operate  the  cleaner  slowly. . .don't  skimp  on  cleaning  time. 
Fourth,  keep  the  dirt  container  emptied.    -Fifth,  keep  hair  and  thread  out  of  the 
"brush. .  .make  sure  the  tips  of  the  "brush  extend  "below  the  nozzle.    Sixth,  go  to  a 
reliable  serviceman  for  repairs  and  checkup  of  your  cleaner. 

Well,  another  day  we'll  have  more  conversation  about  cars':  of  "household  clean- 
ing equipment.    In  the  meantime,  perhaps  you  would  like  to  own  a  little  folder 
telling  you  how  to  look  after  vacuum  cleaners  and  carpet  sweepers.    Send  a  post- 
card to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  asking  for  the 
folder  called  "Take  Care  of  Tacuum  Cleaners  and  Carpet  Sweepers."  The  folder  is 
free  while  the  supply  lasts. 

How  for  a  note  about  electric  heaters,  the  kind  you  use  to  take  the  chill 
off  a  room.  Perhaps  you  read  or  heard  the  recent  warnings  from  the  Government 
about  bootleg  heaters.  The  Government  has  been  urging  you  to  beware  of  buying  a 
heater  with  no  name  of  a  manufacturer  attached.  Such  a  heater  may  turn  out  to 
be  expensive  to  use... poor  at  heating. ..  even  dangerous.  G-overnment  officials 
advise  examining  any  electric  heater  carefully  before  =  you  buy  it  to  see  if  it 
tells  the  maker's  name. 

The  Government  stopped  the  manufacture  of  such  heaters  in  May  1942,  -almost 
a  year  ago.    Since  then  thousands  of  illegal  "bootleg"  heaters  have  sold. . .heaters 
that  are  poorly  made  of  hoarded  materials  and  parts  of  light  fixtures.  Government 
investigators  explain  that  their  weak,  insufficient  electrical  insulation  makes 
them  dangerous  to  use  near    water  pipes  or  any  metal  pipes  that  can  conduct  elec- 
tricity.  .invites  grounding  and    blown  fuses .. .leads  to  possible  fire  and  physical 
injury.    Already  one  death  has  been  attributed  to  these  bootleg  heaters. 

That  warning  is  enough  to  prove  that  the  electric  heater  is  another  item 
of  household  equipment  in  great  demand  and  difficult  to  buy.    Give  the  one  you  own 
the  care  that  will  keep  it  in  service.    Warm  spring  weather  is  likely  to  make  you 
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orget  and  neglect  that  heater.    Oas  of  these  days  you  will  want  to  get  the  heater 
ut  of  the  way  and  will  just  chuck  it  out  of  sight  somewhere.    That  "somewhere" 
should  "be  a  place  where  it  will  not  fall  or  get  knocked  about,  and  where  it  will 
not  collect  dust  or  rust.    Before  you  store  the  heater  away,  put  some  sort  of 
cover  over  it  to  protect  it  from  dust.    A    "big  paper  "bag  will  do. ..or  an  old 
pillow  slip. .. anything  to  keep  dust  off.    Then,  store  the  heater  in  a  dry  place... 
the  attic  rather  than  the  cellar... so  it  will  not  rust.    Many  a  heater  has  spent 
the  summer  gathering  dust  and  rust  so  that  in  the  fall  it  was  in  poor  condition 
for  use.    Finally,  put  the  heater  where  it  won't  fall  or  be  knocked  about.  And 
that  safe  place  is  not  on  top  of  a  lot  of  other  odds  and  ends  on  a  high  shelf. 
One  tumble  can  ruin  a  heater. .  ."break  the  connections,  bend  the  wire,  smash  the 
earthenware  center,  dent,  bend,  and  generally  get  it  out  of  whack. 

Here  are  a  couple  of  other  points  about  caring  for  your  heater.    One  is: 
Keep  all  connections  tight.     If  a  screw  gets  loose,  tighten  it  at  once.    Here  is 
.■a  point  about  heaters  with  fans  that  blow  the  warm  air  out.    These  fan-heaters 
last  longer  if  you  don't  use  them  too  long  at  a  time.    Long -continued  heating  may 
burn  out  the  motor  of  the  fan.    Use  these  small  fan-heaters  for  taking  the  chill 
off  the  bathroom,  say,  or  other  small  heating  jobs... not  for  long  steady  heating. 

Now  a  note  about  the  supply  of  garden  tools  this  spring.    Manufacturers  of 
garden  tools  are  doing  their  share  of  war  work,  so  many  of  the  less  essential 
tools  are  not  being  made  now.    The  only  tools  a  Victory  gardener  really  needs  are 
a  hoe,  a  rake  and  a  spade.  Wheel  hoes  and  other  larger  tools  useful  in  bigger 
gardens  are  out.  of  manuf acture .    Fewer  styles  and  less  frills  for  the  duration 
holds  for  garden  tools  as  for  other  things.    Tools  you  can't  buy,  you  may  be  able 
to  borrow  and  use  cooperatively. 

That's  all  the  notes  on  equipment  for  today. 


